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Town  Hall, 

Royton. 

August,  195L 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  Royton  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 

Dr.  Stocks  was  your  Medical  Officer  for  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  year  and  I  took  over  these  duties  on  1st  August, 
1950. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  births 
and  in  the  birth  rate  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  has  also  increased  and  it  will  be  seen 
from  Table  III  that  heart  disease  was  the  greatest  cause  of 
death  and  from  Table  IV  that  62%  of  the  213  deaths  occurred 
in  residents  over  65  years  of  age. 

Of  the  8  infant  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year,  5 
died  in  the  first  4  weeks  of  life  and  this  shows  an  improvement 
over  the  previous  year  and  compares  well  with  1948. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  Royton  was  35  per  1,000  live 
births  as  compared  with  29*8  for  England  and  Wales. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  that  there  were  no 
maternal  deaths  which  reflects  great  credit  on  both  domicili¬ 
ary  and  hospital  maternity  services. 

Although  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  1950, 
this  should  not  lead  us  to  a  position  of  complacency  but  all 
our  efforts  should  be  continued  to  ensure  that  the  greatest 
number  possible  of  all  children  especially  those  under  5  years 
of  age  are  protected  against  diphtheria  by  being  immunised. 

I  should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  Table  VII  which 
shows  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  pulmonary  cases  of 
tuberculosis  i.e.  11  new  cases  as  compared  with  9  cases  in 
1949.  This  disease  is  our  greatest  cause  for  concern 
especially  in  controlling  the  spread  of  infection  to  relatives 
and  other  contacts  in  the  community,  from  those  open  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  waiting  for  admission  to  or  on 
discharge  from  sanatoria. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  for 
the  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  my  grateful  thanks  to  Mr.  Cayton  for  his 
valued  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT,  1950. 
Table  I. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  Acres  .  2,149 

Population  (Census  1931)  16,689 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  resident  population, 

1950  14,810 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  .  4,370 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1950, 

according  to  rate  books  .  4,928 

Rateable  value  £84,211. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £327. 


Table  II. — Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

222 

112 

110 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

3 

estimated  population 
mid- 1950  Crude 

15-5 

230 

117 

113 

Adjusted 

15-4 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Still  Births 

8 

2 

6 

(live  and  still)  births 
Death-rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population 

34 

Crude 

14-4 

Deaths 

213 

96 

117 

Adjusted  15-0 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  .  Nil 


Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .  Nil 

Infant  Mortality — 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (under  one  year) .  8 


Death  rate  of  infants — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  35 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000'  legitimate  live  births  .  36 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  .  5 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  22 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease .  77 

Deaths  from  Cancer .  29 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis  .  23 


Deaths  from  Cerebral  Hemorrhage 


21 
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Table  III. — Causes  of  Death  during  1950. 

Males.  Females. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  1  - 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .  -  - 

4.  Diphtheria  .  -  - 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  -  - 

6.  Meningococcal  infections .  -  - 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  .  - 

8.  Measles  .  -  - 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  -  - 


10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  5  3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus .  1  - 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  -  4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  - 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms...  8  8 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  1 

16.  Diabetes  . 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  8  13 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . .  5  5 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  2  4 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  28  33 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  1  6 

22.  Influenza  .  2  2 

23.  Pneumonia  .  1  3 

24.  Bronchitis  .  8  15 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  2  2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  1  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  13  14 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  .  1  3 

34i  All  other  accidents  .  3 

35.  Suicide  .  - 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  -  1 


96  117 


Table  IV. — Deaths  classified  in  Age  Groups. 


Under  one  year  .  8 

1  —  2  years  .  1 

2  —  5  years  .  4 

5  —  15  years  .  1 

15  —  25  years  .  1 

25  —  45  years  .  12 

45  —  65  years  .  54 

65  —  75  years  .  69 

75  years  and  upwards  .  63 


213 
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Table  V. — Infantile  Deaths  and  Causes. 

under  one  year. 


CAUSES  OF 

DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1  and  under 

2  weeks 

.2  and  under  1 

3  weeks 

3  and  under 

4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

1  and  under 

3  months 

3  and  under 

6  months 

6  and  under 

9  months 

9  and  under 

12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

Atelectasis  . 

1 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury  . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Prematurity  . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Asphyxia  . 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Marasmus  . 

l 

1 

Total  ... 

3 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

5 

2 

•  .  . 

l 

.  .  . 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  control  of  hospitals  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  on  5th  July,  1948. 

The  hospital  provision  is  now  as  follows 

1.  Infectious  Disease  —  Westhulme  Hospital,  Oldham. 

2.  Smallpox  —  Ainsworth  Smallpox  Hospital,  near  Bury. 

3.  General  —  Hospitals  in  Oldham,  Rochdale,  Manchester 

and  Salford. 

4.  Maternity  —  Boundary  Park  General  Hospital,  Oldham. 

The  nearest  Chest  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  other  chest  diseases  is  at  Brook  Street,  Chadderton. 
Venereal  diseases  are  treated  at  the  Boundary  Park  General 
Hospital,  Oldham;  The  District  Infirmary,  Ashton;  The 
Municipal  Clinic,  Baillie  Street,  Rochdale. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  service  passed  to  the  control  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  on  the  5th  July,  1949.  Two  District  Nurses 
reside  in  Royton  and  are  available  for  this  area,  at  Holly 
Bank,  Church  Street,  Royton.  Tel. :  MAIn  2896. 

Midwives. 

One  midwife,  employed  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council,  practises  in  this  area:  Mrs.  A.  Parsons,  54  Milton 
Street,  Royton.  Teh:  MAIn  5669. 

Home  and  Domestic  Help  Scheme. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council ;  several  home  helps  are  available.  Enquiries  should 
be  made  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  “Tylon,”  Middleton 
Road,  Chadderton.  Tel:  MAIn  6251. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 


Most  of  the  bacteriological  work  is  now  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Monsall  Hospital. 
Facilities  are  also  available  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Oldham 
Royal  Infirmary  and  Boundary  Park  Hospital. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  diphtheria 
antitoxin,  formerly  available  at  the  Town  Hall,  is  now  kept 
at  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Central,  Werneth  and 
Townfield  Police  Stations,  Oldham. 

Specimens  examined:  Throat  Swabs  12,  Rectal  Swabs 
15,  Sputum  2,  Faeces  202,  Eye  Discharge  1,  Nose  Swabs  3. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts  relating  to  Public  Health  in  force 
in  the  district  with  the  date  of  adoption : — 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (from 
1st  October,  1891)  repealed  in  part  by  P.H.A.,  1936. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (from 
1st  October,  1891)  repealed  in  part  by  P.H.A.,  1936. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (from 
8th  April,  1914). 

Part  (2)  Streets  and  Buildings,  repealed  in  part 
by  P.H.A.,  1936. 

Part  (4)  Infectious  Diseases,  repealed  in  part 
by  P.H.A.,  1936. 

Part  (6)  Recreation  Grounds. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (from  1st  March,  1926). 

Part  (2)  Streets  and  Buildings,  repealed  in  part 
by  P.H.A.,  1936. 

Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General 
Powers)  Act,  1938 — Sections  115  and  116  (from  1st  .April, 
1939). 


9 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
was  417,  as  against  339  in  1949. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
measles,  171  cases  being  notified.  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken 
Pox,  Dysentery  were  all  more  prevalent  than  in  1949  but 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  showed  a  decrease. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  1950.  The 
number  of  patients  removed  to  an  Infectious  Disease  Hospital 
was  26  including  seven  cases  of  suspected  infectious  illness ; 
the  remaining  19  are  classified  in  the  table  given  below,  which 
also  gives  details  of  all  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
received  during  1950. 

Chicken  Pox  ceased  to  be  notifiable  from  the  19th 
June,  1950. 


Table  VI. — Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year  1950. 


Disease 


C/D  (fj 

<D  QJ 

2  ho 
2 


ni  rt 

4— > 

H  O 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  41 

Measles  . 171 

Whooping  Cough  85 

Pneumonia  .  8 

Dysentery  . |  21 

Erysipelas  . ]  2 

Chicken  Pox  ...|  87 
Food  Poisoning... I  2 


Total 


417 


Cases  Notified 


o 

3 
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54 

29 
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16 
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Years 


! 

Sh 

> 

o 

tH 

CO 

LO 

© 

LO 

LO 

LO 

& 

rH 

tH 

CM 

T}H 

LO 

CD 

d 

d 

d 

d 

b£ 

d 


in 

o  p 

r* 

4-5 

9 

d 

<v 

Q 

r— H 

d 

o 

1  cases  re 
Hospital 
home 

Eh 
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o 
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14 

59 


13 

53 


35|  18 

1 


26 


39 


2 
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Table  VII.— Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950. 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non-  | 
Respiratory! 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  | 

F. 

M. 

F.  11  M.  1 

F. 

M.  1 

F. 

Years 

... 

•  •  • 

0— 

. 

1— 

... 

... 

i 

o _ 

1 

... 

5— 

10— 

15— 

•  .  • 

. 

20— 

... 

2 

25— 

4 

. 

1 

35— 

1 

l 

45— 

1 

... 

55— 

1 

•  •  • 

65— 

... 

... 

75  and  upwards 

.  .  . 

• .  • 

8 

3 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 
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Disinfections : — 

Ninety-two  visits  were  made,  and,  following  recovery 
or  removal  to  Hospital,  77  rooms  in  54  houses  were  disinfected 
with  formaldehyde.  Four  sets  of  bedding  were  steam  disin¬ 
fected  at  the  Oldham  County  Borough  disinfecting  station. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation:— 

The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  is  now  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Regular  Clinics  are 
held  and  the  immunisation  of  children  in  the  district  has  been 
well  maintained.  General  medical  practitioners  can  co-oper¬ 
ate  in  the  scheme. 
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Table  VIII— Housing. 

Statistics  for  the  year  1950. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  .  .  .  .  32 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  .  .  .  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  10 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  108 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  .  249 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  and  1932  .  .  .  .  2 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  .  .  .  . .  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  88 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  .  .  .  .......  66 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  service 
of  formal  notices,  were  rendered  fit : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  .  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  8 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 


Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders .  Nil 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936:  Part  IV — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  .  .  .  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  3 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  18 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  4 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  26 

5.  Housing  Act,  1949:— 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  submitted— 

(a)  by  private  individuals .  - .  1 

(b)  by  the  local  authority .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  affected  .  1 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  approved — 

(a)  of  private  individuals .  Nil 

(b)  of  the  local  authority .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  affected  .  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings 

provided  .  Nil 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Roy  ton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  again  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report 
relating  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  and  the 
progress  made  during  1950. 

The  problem  of  dealing  with  the  sub-standard  house 
still  remains. 

The  forming’  of  the  Royton  Clean  Food  Association 
will,  I  hope,  lead  to  a  higher  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  all 
branches  of  the  food  trade. 

May  I  express  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other 
Officials,  my  thanks  for  their  help  and  co-operation  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  CAYTON, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  1. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Water  Supply. 

The  piped  water  supply  of  the  Oldham  County  Borough 
Council  covers  the  greater  part  of  the  district  of  Royton. 
This  piped  supply  is  subject  to  chlorination. 


(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  was  no  important  extension  of  sewerage  during 
the  year. 

(3)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  but  no  major  action 
was  required. 

(4)  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  sanitary 
accommodation  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  1950. 


Fresh  Water  Closets 

3,640 

Cesspools  . 

.  Nil 

Waste  Water  Closets 

835 

Dustbins  . 

.  4,940 

Privy  Middens . 

Nil 

Dry  Ashpits 

7 

Pail  Closets  . 

42 

(5)  Public  Cleansing. 

Tipping  was  carried  out  at  the  Oozewood  and  Higgin- 
shaw  tips. 

Collecting  motor  vehicles  numbered  two  full-time. 

The  number  of  loads  collected  per  week  averaged  55 
the  total  weight  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950,  being 
approximately  5,800  tons. 

A  stock  of  dustbins  is  kept  in  the  Town’s  Yard  for  sale 
to  owners  wishing  to  purchase.  These  facilities  are  of  great 
assistance  in  securing  the  prompt  renewal  of  defective  bins. 
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(6)  Sanitary  Inspections  during  1950  (including  Housing). 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  following  nuisances 
or  defects  which  were  reported  upon  month  by  month  to  the 
Health  Committee,  were  dealt  with.  A  total  number  of  494 
were  remedied  in  a  satisfactory  manner  within  the  year. 

They  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Blocked  drains  .  66 

Defective  drains .  2 

W.W.C.  stoppages .  24 

W. W.C.’s  converted  to  fresh  water  W.C.’s  3 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided . 6 

Defective  W.C.’s  .  18 

Defective  W. W.C.’s  .  11 

Defective  Ash  Bins  renewed  .  226 

Additional  Ash  Bins  provided .  49 

Downspouts  defective  .  6 

Defective  water  service  pipes .  2 

Other  housing  defects  .  68 

Accumulations  .  7 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  .  1 

Defective  sinks  renewed  . 4 

Dirty  Houses  .  1 


494 


To  secure  the  remedy  of  these  defects  196  informal 
notices,  and  8  statutory  notices  were  served  upon  owners  or 
agents,  in  addition  to  numerous  interviews. 

(7)  Shops  and  Offices. 

424  visits  were  made  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934  on 
behalf  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  relating  to  hours 
of  employment  of  young  persons  and  the  health  and  comfort 
of  shop  workers.  Reports  on  all  visits  were  forwarded  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was 
taken  relating  to  conditions  in  offices,  i.e.  ventilation,  sanitary 
conveniences,  etc. 

(8)  Camping  Sites  (other  than  Military). 

No  sites  were  used  for  this  purpose  for  any  extended 
period,  making  the  issue  of  licenses  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  unnecessary. 
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(9)  Smoke  abatement. 

No  special  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

(10)  Swimming  Baths. 

The  public  swimming  baths  in  the  centre  of  the  district 
continued  to  be  well  patronised.  The  filtered  and  chlorinated 
water  was  tested  at  frequent  intervals  for  the  determination 
of  residual  chlorine. 

(11)  Eradication  of  Vermin. 

No  serious  infestations  occurred  during  the  year. 

(12)  Rodent  Control. 

73  premises  were  inspected  entailing  167  visits.  Rat 
and  mice  infestations  were  dealt  with  at  15  premises  during 
the  year. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  in  the 
district,  involving  the  baiting  and  poisoning  of  266  man-holes, 
were  completed  during  the  year,  and  good  results  obtained. 

(13)  Schools. 

These  were  visited  and  reports  on  matters  relating  to 
insanitary  conditions  were  passed  to  the  appropriate  authority 
for  attention. 

(14)  Offensive  Trades. 

None  of  these  specified  trades  exist  in  the  area. 

(15)  Factories  Act,  1937. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  factories  in  the 
district  was  100.  Of  this  number  91  were  factories  with 
mechanical  power,  and  9  were  factories  without  mechanical 
power. 

39  inspections  were  made. 

Two  defects  relating  to  want  of  cleanliness  were  found 
and  both  were  remedied  during  the  year. 

(16)  Common  Lodging-Houses. 

Only  one  common  lodging-house  is  registered  and  this 
received  regular  visits. 
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(17)  Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds,  etc. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

(18)  Priority  Materia! — Certificates. 

Certificates  relating  to  266  premises  were  issued 
contractors  to  enable  them  to  obtain  essential  materials. 

(19)  Health  Committee  Meetings. 

All  eleven  meetings  were  attended. 
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SECTION  2. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(1)  Milk  Supply. 

Eighteen  inspections  were  made  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations. 

Apart  from  local  producers  there  are  46  milk  purveyors, 
registered  to  sell  milk  in  the  district. 

The  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  at  all  dairy 
farms  was  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  on  the 
1st  October,  1949. 

The  Local  Authority  remain  responsible  for  admin¬ 
istering  the  regulations  with  regard  to  the  letailing  of  milk. 

Tuberculosis  Milk — 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  biological  test  —  15 

Results  Negative  13,  positive  2. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 

Number  of  samples  taken  —  16. 

Results: — Satisfactory  16. 

The  samples  were  examined  for  coliform  bacilli  and 
the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  for  keeping  quality. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  and  1938. 

Dealers  licenses  (including  supplementary  licenses) 
granted : — 

Tuberculin  tested,  retail  distribution  .  13 

Accredited,  retail  distribution .  Nil 

Pasteurised,  retail  distribution  .  12 

Sterilised,  retail  distribution  .  47 


(2)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

During  the  year  115  visits  were  made  to  butchers’ 
shops,  bakehouses  and  other  food  premises. 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  for  consumption  in  Royton 
continued  to  "  be  controlled  and  executed  at  Oldham, 
slaughtering  in  local  slaughterhouses  ceasing  on  14th  January, 

1940? 

One  slaughterhouse  is  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of 
privately-owned  pigs  and  21  pigs  were  inspected. 

A  total  weight  of  142  lbs.  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs 
was  condemned  during  the  year. 
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(3)  Ice  Cream. 

Thirty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  kept  under  supervision.  20  visits 
were  made. 


(4)  Adulteration,  etc. 

The  County  Sanitary  Officer  reported  that  50  samples 
of  milk  and  30  samples  of  other  foodstuffs  were  taken  in  this 
area  during  the  year. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  the  samples  : — 


50  milk 
3  cocoa 

1  Bourn-Vita 

3  tea 

4  fruit,  canned 

4  Blancmange  powder 

2  prunes 


3  pickles,  onions 

1  mustard  pickle 

2  cut  mixed  peel 

4  meat  pies 

1  stoned  dates 
1  dates 

1  steak  and  kidney  pie 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County 
Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following: — 


Sample 
1  pickles, 
onions 

1  mustard 
pickle 


Results  of  analysis 
No  declaration  of 
ingredients.  Labelling 
of  Food  Order  offence 

No  declaration  of 
ingredients.  Labelling 
of  Food  Order  offence 


Action  taken 
Vendor  communicated 
with 

Vendor  communicated 
with 


Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  carried  out 
by  Officers  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  with  my  co-op¬ 
eration  and  assistance. 


(5)  Clean  Food  Campaign. 

Several  meetings  of  the  Clean  Food  Committee,  com¬ 
prising  Food  Traders  and  Council  Members,  were  held.  Codes 
of  Practice  were  formulated  and  issued  to  all  food  handlers. 
A  Clean  Food  Association  was  formed  and  applications  for 
membership  invited. 
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